AIR CADET LEAGUE OF CANADA

BRIEF SUMMARY FOR STUDY PURPOSES

For purposes of study for Selection Boards, the following provides a brief checklist of all the ways in which the Air Cadet League, at all levels, contributes to the Air Cadet Movement:

1) Charters all Air Cadet Squadrons in Canada.

2) Organizes and supervises all Sponsors/Sponsoring Committees.

3) Recruits and enrolls qualified young people as Air Cadets.

4) Provides H.Q. Facilities, training and stores accommodation at Squadron level.

5) Purchases and maintains the Gliders, Aircraft and equipment to conduct the Gliding Program.

6) Provides and maintains the camps for outdoor and survival training (in Alberta, these are Camp Wright and Camp Worthington).

7) Provides and maintains Netook Gliding Centre (Alberta) for the operation of the Gliding Program, which is actually run by the Canadian Forces.

8) Provides insurance coverage for Air Cadets, League personnel, volunteers and League-owned vehicles, aircraft, gliders and equipment.

9) Conducts and supervises the Membership Registration (Volunteer Screening) process for all civilian volunteers at the Squadron level and up.

10) Provides National, Provincial and Local Honors and Awards for Cadets, volunteers and deserving individuals, and awards special trophies in recognition of outstanding proficiency.

11) Supports Air Cadet Bands and the music program, and provides Band and music awards.

12) Sponsors and conducts the Effective Speaking Competitions at all levels.

13) Organizes and conducts the Drill & Sports Competitions at all levels, with the assistance of the Canadian Forces.
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14) Organizes and secures sponsors for the Continuation Flying Awards – a National endeavor, which benefits outstanding Flying Scholarship Cadets at the local level.   

15) Prepares  materials for Scholarship Boards, participates in pre-Board training, and conducts the Selection Boards for Flying, Gliding, Technical, Leadership, Athletic, Air Traffic Control and other Scholarships.

16) Participates in the International Air Cadet Exchange program, including the selection of worthy Canadian Air Cadets through the Selection Board process,  then escorts, supervises and conducts the Exchange trips, and hosts those Cadets who are in Canada from other countries on a reciprocal Exchange program.

17) In conjunction with the Canadian Forces, offers summer camp training, usually on a Canadian Forces Base, to Air Cadets.

18) Conducts fundraising at all levels.

19) Consults with the Canadian Forces in their production of training manuals and reference material for the Air Cadet program.
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AIR CADET LEAGUE OF CANADA

“PUBLIC RELATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION”

You are told in your Selection Board preparation material, that the League is responsible for  “public relations and administration”.    In sitting on Selection Boards over the past number of years, I have heard many Cadets rhyme off these words when asked what the League is responsible for.    Very few of them can detail exactly what is involved in “public relations and administration”.

As you can see from the attached list, and from the more detailed handout, when those two items are laid out, point by point, they come to a lot of different individual ways in which the League contributes.

Here are some of the ways in which the public relations component is delivered at all levels of the League:

· interpret the aims of the training program to parents, civic officials and community organizations,

· publicize the activities through the media (at the local Squadron level, and in a broader scope),

· assist the Squadron Commanding Officer and training staff in devising and carrying out projects that will benefit the community at large,

· assist in devising and carrying out projects that will result in a higher profile in the community at large, of Air Cadets, the Squadron, and the program in general,

· keep sponsors fully informed and involved in the activities of the Squadron.   They should be thought of, and treated, as partners in the program, not just a source of financial support,

· always seek to gain public support for activities and training by keeping the public fully informed, i.e. Open House nights at the Squadron, involvement in community events, etc.   Keep it casual and friendly.

The structure of the League is the administrative component – how the program is devised, organized and delivered –  how the three levels of the League are made up and how they function, and all that the three levels of the League must do to provide what is required in that program (see detailed handout).   The make-up of your local Sponsoring Committee, how they form that Committee, their functions, and how they do their part for the Squadron – all of that is “administration”.
